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Rom. XIII. 4. 
He is th: Minjſter of G O D, to thee for Good. 


11 E main Deſign of the Apoſtle in the firſt half of this Chap- 
ter is to teach the Duty ot Subjects, and to preſs the Practice 
thereof. 2 8 | 

Their Duty in general he d:clares to be Subjection; that 
is, both Submiſſion to the Authority of their Governours, and 
Obedience to their Laws; Fer. 1. Let every Soul be ſubje# unto the 
Higher Þowers, | 

And the Reaſons or Motives whereby in that, and in the following 
Verſes, he enforces this Duty are chiefly Two ; (both which are alſo in- 
timated in the Text) Viz. 1, The Divine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy; H: 
5 the Minifter of God; and, 2. The gracious Deſign of its Iuſtitution; 
for Good; He us the Mini ſter of God, to thee for Good. Both which Points 
I ſhall therefore now in Order ſpeak to; and the Confideration of them 
both may ſerve as well ro ſuggeſt to the Magiſtrate his Duty, as to bind 
Subjects to theirs; and likewile for ſeveral other good Purpoſes, ſome of 
which I ſþall nate as I go along. | | 
1. One thing here declar'd, is the Divine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy ; 
He is the Miniſter of God; which Words do import Two Things; 1. That 
it is of God, or by Divine Appointment, that ſome de bear Rule over o- 
thers; And, 2, That the Authority exercis d by the Magiſtrate is a Ray 
or Portion of the Divige Authority, communicated to him, and entruſted 
with him by God. 

J. That it is of God, or by Divine Appointment, that ſome do bear 
Rule over others. 

do not fay that the particular Form of Government is, in every Na- 
tion, ſpecially preſcribed by God. I ſee no reaſon to affirm that it was 
always ſo even in Fades it felf ; and much leſs that it has been ordinarily! 
ſo, in any other Nation. | 

Neither do I ſay that the Perfon bearing the Office of Magiſtracy 1s 
always of Divine Defignation and Appointment ; or that he is nominatec 
to his Office by God; and that no Perſon, not ſo defign'd or nominated 
may lawfully bear it. For the Titles and Claims to Government havs 
been various; Of ſeveral of the 7ewi/ſp Judg:s and Kings the Title v1 
indeed ſuch a ſpecial Divine Appointment z But of the firſt Kings that 
ever were in the World, the Title was, moſt probably, only their Pater 
nal Kight to rule and govern their awn Children and Deſcendants. A! 
in other Countries, and in latter Times, of ſome the Title has been La 
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Aion, and of others Hereditary Succeſſion: And of all the Kings now 
reigning in the World, and claiming ro do fo by Hereditary *uccelſhon, 
there is net perhaps any One whoſe Title was not originally founded in 
Election or Conqueſt, *Tis moſt reaſonable therefore now that in every 
Place that ſhould be taken to be the moſt righrful Government which is 
eſtabliſh'd ; he Powers that be are ordained of God, and thas the beſt 
Title to Government which has prevail'd by Preſcription, or is ſetled by 
the Conſtitution: And whoever in any Place, ſhould now ſer up himſelf 
upon any other Title, would be but a Diſturber of the Pexce of the World; 
would be the Author of mach Confuſion, and might juſtly be treated as 
an Enemy to his Country, 

I do not, I fay therefore, affirm either that the Form of Governmenc 
in every Place, is, or ought to be, of Divine Preſcription ; or that the 


Perſon exerciſing the fame is always of Divine Deſignation, any otherwile 


than as all 2 aud Revolutions in Government are braught about b 
the Working or 


ermiſſion or the Divine Providence: In which Senſe the 
Þjalmiſt ſays, that God is the Judge, he putteth down One, and ſetteth 
up another; Pſ. 75.7. ad the Prophet Daniel, that he moſt High 
ruleth in the Ring dom of Men; and giveth it to whomſoever he wid; and 


4 that he removeth Kings ard ſetteth up Kings : Dan. 4.17.2. 22. and the 
- Prophet Jeremy, that God hath given (among other Lands) the Land 
4 of Judea into the Hand of Nebuc hadnezar the King of Babylon his Ser- 
c vent, fer, 26. 6. becauſe in his Providence he hid permitted him, tho, 
4 without any juſt Title thereto, ro make a Conqueit thereof, 
5 Bur whatever the Form of Government be, that, whether by Divine 
2B Appointment, or by Conſent or Conſtitution, is receiv'd and EUabliſhed 
Wis m any Country; and whether the Perſon who has the Adriſtratioa of 
Ray the ſame be (in any other Senſe than only Providenrially ) of Divine De- 
"ſhed fignation, or not; what I fay, and affirm, is, that the Government it 


ſelf, which he exerciſes and adminiſters, is of Divine Initirution ; that is, 
bear that it is the Will of God that ſome ſhould bear Rule, and that others 
| ſhould be in Subjection; and that they which bear Rule ſhould enzct Laws 


Na- for the Preſcrvation of juſtice and Peace among their Subjects, aud dulp 
t on execute the Laws made for that Purpoſe: In winch Two Things, the 
ill whole Power and Exerciſe of Sovereignty do conſiſt. 

— And that Magiſtracy it ſelf is thus of Divine Iuſtitution, is the leaſt, 1 
racy | thiak, that can be underſtood ro be meant in thoſe Words of Solomon, 


Proy. 8. 15, By me Kings reign, and Princes deere? Fuſtice ; Or by 
thoſe of the Apoſtle at the firſt Verſe of this Chapter; There 1 no Power 
but of God; the Powers that be are ordainet of God, Or by St. Peter, 
1 Epiff. 2. 13. Submit your ſelves to every ordinance of Man, for the 
Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King, as ſupreme, or unto Governours, 
as unto them chat are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and 
for the Praiſe of them that do wel. But, 

1. When the Magiſtrate is cal ed here the Mintſter of God ; the Moan» 
Ing, I luppoſe, is, more thin this, ix. 7 ouly that the Cface I * 
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is by Divine Appointment or Inſtitution; but alſo, that the Authority by 
which the Magiſtrate acts, and the Power which he exerciſes in the Exe- 
cution of his Office, is a Ray or Portion of the Divine Authority and 
Power, deriv'd ro him from, and communicated to him by, God. 

For the Apoſtle here ſays, He is a Miniſter, that is, a Servant; and if 
Servant to another, then, plainly, not his own Maſter ; and if not Ma- 
ſter of himſelf, much leſs can he be, in his own Right, Maſter of ano- 
ther. The Authority therefore by which he acts, the Power which he ex- 
erciſcs in the Government of his Subjeds are not, properly, his own, are 
not natural or eſſential to his Perſon, are not inherently in himſelf; bur. 
muſt be deriv'd to him from that Superior Being who has Autt ority over 
both him and his Subjects; who can Commiſſion him to bear Rule over 
them, and can lay it as a Duty upon them to be Subject to him. 

And ſo it follows in the Text; He is the Miniſter (or the Servant) of 
God, And it mult needs be ſo; It he be any Body's Sei vant, it muſt be 
God's; For 'twould be abſurd to ſay, that he is their Servant over whom 
he bears Rule; becauſe that would be in Effect to ſay, that it is all one 
to command, and to obey ; to have Power over, and to be ſubje& to. 

I do not indeed deny but that, according to the Conſtitution of ſome 
Countries, the Magiſtrate, even the Higheſt Magiſtrate of all, may be 
choſen to his Office by the People. Tis plainly fo in all Elective King- 
doms, where the Supreme humane Power is plac'd in One nominated had 
no more Right to it than any other Man, and who (according to the 
Conſtitution of the Country) could not lawfully have been put into the 
Poſſeſſion of it any other way: But nevertheleſs I ſay, that even in this 
Caſe, tho' the People name the Perſon, they don't give him his Autho- 
rity ; They chuſe the Officer, but when that's done, he is God's Officer 
not theirs; He i the Miniſter of God, not the Servant of the People ; He 
has his Commiſſion and Authority from God, tho' he had his Nomina- 
tion from them. And if it be the Sovereiga Power of all which accord. 
ing to the Conſtitution, he is, by Vertue of ſuch Election, choſen to, 
being poſſeſs d of that, he has no Superior but God; he has none above 
bim upon Earth, to queſtion, cenſure or puniſh him; and whoſoever re- 
ſiſtet h the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. 

And in this there is no Incongruity or Abſurdity at all; It ſhould not 
therefore, methinks, be ſo ſtrange to any, as ſome ſeem to think it; 
that the Sovereign Power upon Earth ſhould be ſubject only to God, and 
not be accountable to the People; not even altho' he became at firſt pol- 
ſeſs'd of ſuch Power only by their Suffrage, or by their voluntary Accep- 
rance of him; and much leſs if he came to it by any other Title: Eſpe- 
cially, there being laſtances of the like Nature continually before our 
Eyes; I mean, wherein the Officer has his Nomination from One, and 
receives his Authority from another ; and is accountable. for the Exer- 
ciſe of his Power, not to thoſe that choſe him, but to ſome Power Su- 
perior both to him and them, from whom, after he was choſen, he had 
his Authori:y to act. | 


For | 


For thus it is with us, in all Corporations that have Charters, and, 
it may be, in ſome others; they are «mpower'd by heir Charters, or 
claim by Preſcription to chuſe their own Mijor, or other chief Magiſtrate; 
bur when he is choſen, tis from the QUEEN, that he has his Autho- 
rity ; and after he is plac'd in his Office, he is not th:ir Ser vant that choſe 
him, but their Governour. And in Caſe he (ſhould miſ behave himſ:1f ia 


his Office; he is not accountable ro thoſe that choſe him to it, but to 


the QUEEN, by whoſe Commiſſion he acted in it. They indeed may 
complain of him, or bear witneſs againſt him; but it belongs to that 
Superior Power (Superior both to him and them) from whom he had 
his Authority, to judge, whether he did miſ bchave himſelf or not; and, 
it he did, to inflict on him a proper Puniſhment. 

Nay this was in Truth the very Caſe of the Roman Empcrors, in the 
Apoſtolical Times; They were choſen Emperors by the Army, or the se- 


nate; but the Dignity they were choſe to was Imperial; their Power, con- 


ſcquently, was Sovercign. And therefore, To them, as invelted wich ſuch 
Authority, the Soſtle, here in this Chapter, declares it to be the Duty 
of every other Pei ſun, ( not excepting the Electors themſelves) to be ſub- 
ject; (Ver. 1.) Let every Soul be Subject to the Higher Powers, Ot them, 
in boſſeffion of the Imperial Dignity, he ſpeaks, when he ſays, (Ver. 2.) 
There u no Power but of God ; the Powers that be are ordained of God, 
Againſt them, being inveſtd with Sovereign Authoricy, he declares it to 
be unliwful for the Subjects to make Refiitance, and denuunces Damng- 
tion to ſuch as dare to doit, With Regard to them, (for it mult have 
been with a ſpecial Regard to the Emperor then reigning, whether it wag 
Claudius or Nero, both ot them very bad ones.) He lays, Whoſoever re- 
ſeth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; And, laſtly, 'twas ut 
one of them, that he ſays here in the Texr, He n the Miniſter of God; 
that is, he acts by a Divine Commiſſion ; and the Power which he regu- 
larly excrciſes is delegated to him by God. 

And it muſt needs the ſo, The ſupreme Magiſtrate muſt have his Power 
from God ; becauſe he can have it no other Way ; For that it is nor ori- 
ginally and eſſentially ia himſelt, has been alrcady thewnz and that he 
can't haye it from the People is evident, becauſe it is ſuch a Power as 
the People never had, nor could have; and what they have not them- 
ſelves, they can't give to another. 

For Inſtance : The Supreme Migiſtrate has (by the Conſent of all) 
the Power of Life and D:ath ; He bears the Sword, the Apoſtle here ſay ; 
( Yer. 4.) and he bears it, he farther ſays, not in vain ; He may there- 
fore warrantably make uſe of it, as there is Occaſion, to cut off Evil 
Doers : But now I ſay this Power can't be given to him by the People; 
becauſe tis what they themſelves have not, For no Man, as a private 
Mia, has Pewer over his Brother's Life; but he would be a Murdercr, 
ſhould he, of his own Head, kill even a Malefactor : Nay, no Man has 
Power of his own Life, not even in thoſe Caſes wherein the Mag iſtrate 


(by the Allowance of all ) has Power over it: For a private Man you 
| A's 


"Dy". | 
be Fels de ſe, ſhould he, thd immediately after he had Murder'd another, 
and for that very Reaſon roo, kill himſelf; And yet when this Crime, 
his having Morder'd another, is confeſs d in Court, or fully prov'd a- 
gainſt him before the Magiſtrate, ir may with much better Reaſon be 
dobted whether the Magiſtrate can lawfully pardon him, (God himſelf 


having ſaid, whoſo ſheadeth Man's Blood, by Man ſbal his Blood be ſed ) 


Gen. 9. 6. than whether he may lawfully condemn him to ſuffer the Death 
he has deſerved. | 

And as this Authority could not be granted to Magiſtrates, by fingle 
Men (no man fingly having Power over his own or another's Life,) ſo 
neither could it be granted by the Community : For how ſhould they, in 
a Body, or as in Company, come to have a greater Power, than was a- 
mong them all the while they were fingle ? 

Beſides ; This Poſit ion, that the Sovereign Power of the Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate u derived to him from the Aggregate Body of the People, us by 
their Grant or Conceſſion ; as it is directly contrary to what the Ypoſtle 
here affirms, Y:z. That there is no Power but of God; fo it is plainly 
grounded upon a Suppoſition that is falſe in Fact; Yiz. that there were a 
great Number of Men living together upon the Earth before the firſt In- 
{tirution of Civil Government; which whole Multitude had then by Na- 
rural Right, the ſame Power over ſingle Men, which is now cxercis'd by 
the Magiſtrate. 

This indeed might poſſibly have been true, in Caſe this Multitude had 
ſprung together our of the Earth ; of if they had been all Created by God 
at one and the ſame Time: But it can't be true upon Suppoſition that 
they all deſcended from the ſame firſt Parents, Adam and Eve; for it 
being fo, no Man, except only the firſt Man of all, ever came into the 
World, bur he was naturally, at the very inſt ant of his Birth, in a State 
of Subjection ro ſome other Men: No Man, fince the firſt, was ever, pro- 


p.riy ſpeaking, Free-born, For in his Natural! Capacity, he was born a 


Subject to his own Parents, and in his Political Capacity to the King, or 
other Chief Goverucui of that Kingdom er S ate of which, at his Birch, 


he became a Member. The People could not therefore give to any Mn 


that Authority over cither rhemfelves or others which they themſelves 
never had; They could not give to another what was nor their own to 
give; they could not give to one Man what another Man was then in the 
Lav fol Poſſeſhon of, Thus, 1 hope, it appei#z, that Government is of 
D.vine lnttitution, and that the Authority of thoſ that are plac'd in Go- 


vernment is from God; Both which I ſuppoſe, were meant by the pff le, 


ia theſe Word. He # the Miniſer of God. 
And from this Truth, theſe following Things may fairly be inferr'd. 
1. That it ovght to be a main Part of the Magiſtrate's Care ( indeed his 
chiefeſt Care of all) to promote the Honour of God, whoſe Mint ſter he 11. 
Shauld Igo ab ut ro declare, How, or, by what Means he may beſt do 


chis, I might be thought perhaps to rovch too nearly upon Politicks; 


and tberefbre 1 wholly torbear that. Bat 1 hops it may paſs for good 
| e, ane 
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Divinity, and nothing more, to ſay in general, that the Magiſtrate, e- 
ven the Sovereign Power of all, being a Subject of God, being ( as the 
Apoſtle here ſays ) the Miniſter, or the Servant, of God, being put in Truſt 
by God, and acting in whatever he does, as a Magiſtrate, in God's Name, 
and by his Commiſſion, ought, in the whole Adminſtration of his High 
Office, to have an Eye to God's Glory, and conſequently to provide, the 
beſt he can, by wholſome Laws, and a due and prudent Execution of them, 
tor the perperual Eſtabliſhment of the true Religion, and for the well 
IntraQing of all his Subjects therein; for the Encouragement of Piety 
and Vertue, and for the effoctual Suppreſſion of all Prophaneneſs, Vice 
and Immorality. For of the King, as Supreme, as well as of ſubordinate 
Governours and Magiſtrates, the Apoſile ſays, that they are ſent by God, 
for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that d0 
well, 1 Pet. 2. 14. | | 
2, If the Magiſtrate be the Miniſter, or the Servant of God, then He 
25 well as his People, is ſubje& to another Power, even to the Great God 
of Heaven and Earth, by whom Kings reign, and who is King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, Prov. 8 15, 1 Tim 6. 15. Then He, no lefs than 
they muſt, expect to be call'd to Accont for all the Talents his Great 
Maſter was pleas'd to entruſt him with; And that he may be able to give 
a comfortable Account thereof, it ought to be his Endeayour (as tis moſt 
certainly his Duty) ro employ all his Avehority and Power for thoſe good 
Purpoſes for which they were given to him by God, that is, to protect 
his Subjects from Violence and Injury, to maintain Religion and Juſtice, 
and to preſerye Peace among Men. | 
For altho' he be not (the Higheſt Power of all moſt certainly is rot) 
accountable to any upon Earth; becauſe there is none upon Harth Su- 
p:rior to him; (and none can be accountable for what they do to any but 
to ſuch as have Power over them, to queſtion, to control, to puniſh 
them) yet, with Regard to God, he is upon the ſame Level with the 
meaneſt of his Subjects; He is under the ſame Obligation in Duty, (He 
is under a ſtrooger Obligation in Gratitude ) to behave himſelf we'l in his 
Station, that they are under to do the ſame in fheirs; and therefore, if 
be be failing in what is requir'd of him, muſt look for no more Mercy 
from God, the righteous Judge of all, than will be afforded to 6thers of 
inferior Rank that are alike guilty. My 
By this Argument the Apoſtle exhorts Maſters to diſcharge faithfully.the 
Duties that are laid upon them, with Kelation to their Servants; Eph. Ca 
9, Ne Maſters, do the ſame things unte your Servants —— knowing that 
j2ur Maſter alſo is in Heaven, either u there Reſpect ef Perſons with 
hm, And his Argument is of the ſame Force to engage all other Supe. 
riors to the like Care; for as the Maſter has a Maſter in Heaven, ſo has 
the Judge a Judge, the Ruler 2 Ruler, the King himfelta King. And, 
(as we are told in Fob 34. 19 ) God accepteth wot the Perſons of Princes, 
vor vepardeth the Rich more than the Poor; for they are all the Work 
i 15 Hundt, Therefore take Heed what ye de, laid jei1japhat, in his 
| A 4 Charge 
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Charge to his Juges, ſor ye judge not for Man but for the Lord and 
there i no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor Reſpect of Perſons, 2 
Chron. 19, 6, 7. 

3. If the Magiſtrate be the Miniſter of God acting by his Commiſſion, 
and exerciſing a delegated Authority under him, then it muſt needs be 
the Duty of Subjects, (a Branch of that Duty which they owe to God 
himſelf) to yield Obedience to all thoſe Laws and Conſtitutions of their 
earthly Governours, which they, not exceeding the Powers granted them 
by their Commiſion, ſhall in their Wiidom think fit to enact, for the 
Preſervation of Juſtice. and Peace, and good Order among their Sub- 
jects; that is, they are to obey them in whatſoever they command that 
is not contrary to the divine Law; For 1 know no other Bounds or Re- 
ftraints ſer to the Sovereign Magiſtrate's Authority, but that. If indeed 

He commands what God has ſorbidden, or forbids what God has com- 
manded, he takes upom him to do more than he has Authority for; and 
in that Caſe, we ought to obey God rather than Men: Acts 5. 29. But in 
all other Caſes, the Laws of the State are ro be punctually obey'd, tho? 
we ſce not the Reaſon of them; nay tho' they ſhould appear to us not 
ſo well conſulted, nor ſo prudently contrived as they might have been; 
And this, nor only to eſcape the Penalty of the Law, but alſo out of Con- 
ſcience towards God. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for 
the Lord's ſake, ſays St. Peter: And ye muſt needs be ſnbjei#, not only 
for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, 1 Pet. 2. 13. ſays our Apo ſile, 
at the 5h Verſe of this Chapter. And upon this Ground it is, that in 
Tit. 3. 1. he lays it as a Duty upon all Preachers of the Goſpel to be very 
earnelt and frequent in preſſing th s Point upon their Hearers. Put then 
in Mind, ſays he, to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, and to obey 
Magiſtrates, « | 

Nay tho” the Laws of our Earthly Governours ſhould, in ſome In- 
Nances, be contrary to the Divine Laws (upon which Suppoſition the 
Magiſtrate does certainly exceed the Buunds of his Commiſſion ) yet this 
does not void their Authority; They are the Miniſter of God for all this; 
or elſe there were none that were ſo, there were none that could be call'd 
ſo, when the 4poſtle wrote this Epiſtle ; and there is a Duty lying on Sub- 
jects, even in this Caſe ; viz. not to oppoſe, nor to reſiſt the Power; but 
quictly and patiently to ſuffer the Penalty of thoſe Laws which they cant, 
without Sinning againſt God, yield an active Obedience to. IWhoſoever 
reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, ſays our Apoſile, ana 
they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. And, thy ſays 
another Apoſtle, is thank worthy, if a Man for Conſcience towards God, 
endure Grief, ſuffering wrongfully. 1 Pet. 2. 19. 

4. Laſtiy ; It che Civil Magiſtrate be the Miniſter of God, that is, It 
he acts by a Divine Commiſſion, and all the Authority he has over others 
be der ved from God ; then even his Authority, tho” he be the bigheſt 
of all ear:hly Powers, is not abſolute and unlimited; then he can act with 
Authority, no farther, nor otherwiſe, than as be is warrantcd to do by 
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his Commiſſion ; And then alſo, the ſame God, the Sovereign Lord of 


2 all, who has granted him a Commiſſion for one Purpole, may grant ano- 
ther Commiſſion to another Perſon, for another Purpole. 
n, I mean plainly this; (which is not only a Suppohition of what might 
be be, but is alſo true in Fact) God has given the Civil Magiſtrate Com- 
od miſſion and Authority to govern well all the Pcople committed to his 
ir Charge, to enact and execute all necdful Laws for the Preſervation of Ju- 
m ſtice and Peace among his Subjeds; nay and to him allo appertains to 
he provide for the Eſtabliſhment of the true Religion, and for the regular 
1b- Exerciſe thereof; and God has alſo arm'd him with the Power of the 
lat Sword, to cut off Evil Doers of all Sorts ; that is, not only thole who 
e- invade the Civils Rights of others, but lkewiſe ſuch as rurn Religion 
ed into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; And from Subjedtion to this Au- 
m- thority of the Civil Magiſtrate, or Supreme Legiſlative Power, no Order 
nd of Men whatſoever is exempt ; He is Supreme in all Cauſes, and over al 
in Perſons ; Let every Soul, ſays the Apoſtie, be ſubjefF to the Higher Pow- 
10? err, But it is not within the Commiſhon of the Civil Magiſtrate, as 
not ſuch, to Baptize, to Preach the Goſpel, to ſerve at the Altar, to Excom- 
n; municate, to Abſolve, and to Minitter in holy things. The Power of 
on- Performing theſe ſacred Offices is granted by another Commiſſion, and 
for to another Order of Men; and they have their Authority to do theſe 
11 things as immediately from God, as the Civil Magiſtrate has his. For 
Ge, it was not to the Civil Magiſtrate, but to them that our Saviour ſaid, Go 
in ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Creature; Mat. 16. 
ery 15. "Twas to them, (that is, only to his Apoſiles, and their Sucęeſſors 
em in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel by lawful Ordinat on) that he ſaid, Go, 
bey and Diſciple all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them 10 objerve all 
In- things whatſoever I have commanded you ; and lo I am with you alway, 
the even unto the End of the World. Mat, 28. 19, 20. "Twas to them that 
this he gave in Command to do, aſter his Deccaſe, and to continue to do 
lis; until h-s ſecond Coming, what he himfclf had juſt then before done, 
11'd when He took Bread and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to the Di- 
ub- ſeiples, and ſail, Take, eat, thu u my Body; and when he took the Cup, 
bet and gave thanks, and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of at ; jor 
n't, this is my Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many ſor the Re. 
ver miſſion of Sins, Mat. 22. 26, 27, 28. And laſtly, twas ro them that he 
ana ſaid, 4s my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſent 1 you ; whoſe ſoever Sins 
255 ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and wheſe ſoever vins ye retain 
;0d, they are retained, John S6- 21.23% 
Well, but what if the Civil Magiſlrate will take upon him to do theſe 
I things in Perſon? Or what if he (hould preſume, by his own Authority 
ers only, to command or Commiliivu others, not qual:ted by lawtul Orct- 
nest nation, to do them? | 
th I anfwer, He may do fo, if he will; for who ſhould hinder him? But 
by what he does of this Kind, being done without ſufficient Authority, mult 
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certainly be done without Effect. He 5 do fo, if he will, and if he 
that does ſo be the Supreme Magiſtrate of all, there is no Power upon 
Earth that | know of ro correct or puniſh him for his Fault; Bur He 
that is higher than the higheſt regardeth, and there be higher than 
they; Eccl. 5, 8. There is certainly a Power above that both can and will 
puaiſh Offenders, tho” they be of the higheſt Rank, and mighty Men ſhall 
be mightily tormented, | 

He may therefore, if he pleaſes, ſay to the Prieſts, as Corah and his 
Company did to Moſes and Aaron, Ye take too much upon you, ſeeing all 
the Congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among 
them; wherefore then lift ye up your ſelves above the Congregation of 
the Lord? Num. 16. 3. Or he may, as King Saul did, uſurp the Prieſt's 
Office, when (after a long waiting for Samuel to no Purpoſe ) he him- 
ſelf Offer d a Burnt-Offering, 1 Sam. 13, 9. thinking himſelf, (has he 
ſaid } under a Sort of Neceſſity of Doing it, becaufe ot his preſent Di- 
ſtreſs; and as was done by King Uzz14h afterwards, when he went into 


the Temple of the Lord, to burn Incenſe upon the Altar of Incenſe. 2 


Caron, 26, 16, Or laſtly, He may do as King Jeroboam did, who made 
or conſecrated by his own Authority only, Prieſts of the loweſt of the Peo- 
ple, which were not of the Sons of Levi; 1 Kings 12.31. 13. 33. But 
I'm ſure, if he believes the Truth of thoſe Hittories, he Il have but little 
Encouragement to follow thoſe Examples ; Eſpecially, if he conſiders far- 
ther, that all that do the like things, ate guilty before God of the like 
Fault, rho? they main't be always alike puniſh d for it in this World, 

The Magiſtrate then has his Authority from Gad, He u the Miniſter 
of God ; and ſo have likewiſe the Diſpenſors of his Holy Word and Sa- 
craments ; They, as to the Spiritual Powers which they are entruſted 
881 are not the Servants of the State, but the Miniſtar of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

There is therefore no ſuch Abſurdity as ſome would make us believe, 
in Two diſtincts Powers, within the ſame State or Nation, ſo much inde- 
dependent on each other as theſe are ſuppos'd to be. Neither, methinks, 
ſhould the Notion of it in this Caſe ſeem at all ſtrange or uncouth, 
when 'ris no more than we ſee evero Nay in other Inſtances, For do not 
the Mayors or other Chief Magiſtrates, in every Ciry and Corporation 
within this Kingdom, act, all alike, by Commiſſion from the QUEEN, 
as Sovereign over all, without deriving any Authority from one ano- 
ther? And within the fame City, does not the fame Sovereign Power 
grant divers Commiſſions to divers Perſons, for divers Purpoſes ; to e- 
very One of which, all the Inhabitants.of that City are bound to be in 
Subje tion ? And do not all the Perſons ſo Commiſſion'd move and act, 
eich in his proper Sphare, without more Dependance on each other than 
the Sovereign is pleas'd to contrive and order? What more Abſurdity 
then is there, ina King's diſcharging the King's Duty, and a Prieſt's the 
Prieſts, luppoting that neither ot them does receive his Authority from 
ke other, bur borh from God. | "EE | | 
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Neither can any ſuch Publick Inconvenience as ſome imagine (or at 
lesſt would make other People apprehend ) ever follow from the Eſta- 
blihment of Two ſuch Independence Powers ; upon Suppoſition that 
they both receive their propec Authority from a Power that is Superior 
to, them both, and that they are both ſubject ro his Regulation and Cor 
rection; provided alſo that both rth.ſe ſubordinate Powers do keep vith- 
in the Bounds of their proper Commiſſions ? And if they do not, He, by 
whoſe Authority they both act, and who is Superior to them both knows 
bow to lay the Blame where the Fault lies, and is able to maintain his 
own Supreme Authority over them both, For we ſee the ſame thing every 
Day in other Inſtances ; Every City, every Town has its proper Officers, 
and thoſe of various forts, and to various Purpoſes; but nevertheleſs, 
having all of them their Authority from the ſame Sovereign Power of 
the State, and every one of them having his proper Bufineſs aſlign'd 
him, they all move regularly, every own in his own proper Sphere, with - 
out giving one another any manner of Diſtutbance. And therefore (o 
likewiſe may the Civil Magiſtrate, and the Miniſter of the Goſpel do, 
though they have neither of them their Commiſſion from the other, hut 
both from God : Nay, fo they mult do, if they both act within the 
Bounds of their reſpective Commillions ; for their Commiſſions are of 
iferen Kinds, and co quite d fferent Purpoſes z their Buſineſſes do no 
nays interfere with, or hinder each other, but rather quite otherwiſe 
for the Pricſt's Power is no Diminuticn at all to the King's; nay it ra- 
ther tends to eſtahliſh it; it being one thing (among others) given him 
n Charge by God, to put the People in Mind to be ſub ject to Principa- 
liies and Powers, and to obey Magiftrates ; Tir. 3.1, And, on the 


ether Side, the Kingly Power is no Hindrance at all to the Prieſt in the 


Liſcharge of his Mhmiſtcrial Office; It may be, and it oftentimes is, very 
h:\pful and aſſiſtant to him therein; it is always ſo, when according te 


the Promiſe of God made long ago to his Church, ( and which we bave 


the happineſs to ee verify d among us) Kings are her Nurſing Fathers, 
and Queens her Nurſing Mothers, III. 49 23. | 

Well. but what if theſe two Powers thould claſh 2 would not that 
it 2 great Inconvenicnce ? 

Yes moſt certainly; And fo it would be, in any Kingdom, in any 
ore, in any City, if the Subordinate Magiſtrates and Officers, all act- 
nz by the Sovereign's Commiſſion and who had every one their ſe- 
ral Offices aſſign'd them, ſhould claſh, or ſhould encroach upon one 
rother, ut the pouthbility of ſuch an [nconvenience's happening from 
th a Conſtitution, is no Reaſon why Things ſhould not be fo Con- 
lived ; becauſe howefer otberwiſe they were ordered, they weuld ſtill 
e able to ſome Inconvenience or other, from the irregular Luſts and 
Fationg of Men; much Iefs is it an Argumant and Proof, againſt Fact, 
bat they are not fo Confitured, And in Caſe this ſhould happen, ſt ll 
(15 was {aid before ) there is a Remcoy ; for it being ſuy poſed tha: all 
be ſubordinate Officers are Subirct to one Suprews lover, he will 

now 
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know where to lay the Blame, and will be able to puniſh the Offender, 
whoever he be, that dares to aſſume or exerciſe an Authority that was 
not granted him, 

Bur let us ſce however, at laſt, what would be the Conſequence, in 
Caſe the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Officer, under God, the Sovereign Lord 
of all, ſhould claſh or interfere ; or ſhould either of them encroach up- 
on the other; and let us ſee what, in that Caſe, would be to be done, by 


the one, or by the other of them; or by the People, ſuppoſed to be 


ſubject to them both 
Suppoſe then, Firf, that the Prieſt, as ſueh, takes upon him to act 


as a Civil Magiſtrate. What mult be ſaid in this Caſe, is, that moſt cer - 


tainly, he's h Hy to blame for his ſo doing; there being plainly no ſuch 
Power within his Commiſſion, as a Prieſt, For if the Kingdom of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who is Head over all things to the Church, was not 
as himſelf own*d, of this World; much leſs can that of his Miniſters be 
ſo, Eph. 1. 22. John 18. 26, | 

The Remedy therefore of this Inconvenience is very obvious ; and 
the Civil Magiſtrate has it in his own Power. For ſeeing the Man wag 
not, by his being ordain'd a Prieſt, diſcharg'd from his Allegiance to his 
Sovereign, nor made leſs ſubject to him than he was before; the Prince 
has ſtill full Power over him, to deal with him juſt as he would, or might, 
do with any other of his Subjects that was guilty of the like Crime; He 
miy amerce, he may impriſon him, He may (if his Offence be what the 
Law has made capital) condemn him to Death; and will be jultify'd be. 
fore God, and in his own Conſcience for ſo Doing ; Nay he would be to 
blame if he ſhould not do fo ; For he beareth not the Sword in vain; 
but 25 a Revenger to Execute Wrath upon him ( whoſoever he be 
tbat doth Evil, © 

Or put Caſe, Secondly, that the Prince takes upon him, in Virtue o. 
his Sovereign Authority, wholly ro prohibit the Prieſts in the Exerciſe of 
their Miniltcrial Office ; that hz forbids them to Preach the Goſpel with. 
in his Dominion, ro Bipt ze any of his Subjects, to hold any Aſſemblics 
for Chriſtian Worſhip, or the like; the Conſequence of this would be, 
that the Prieſis, the Miniſters of Feſws Chriſt, being not of Mex, neither 
by Man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father who raiſed him from 
the dead, Gal. . 1, would be (ill bound ro go on in the Doing of their 
Duty; and if thereupun he ſhould queſtion them for their Diſobedience 
to his Order, it would be their Part to ſay, as the Apoſtles did in the like 
Caſe to the Kulers of the Fews, Whether it be right in the Sight of God 
to hear ken unto you more than unto God judge ye: As 4. 19. And if 
af.er this he ſhould proceed farcher to puniſh them for it, it would then 
be their Duty to behave themſclves as the Apoſtles likewiſe did in that 
Caſe ; that is, ro ſuffer mechly and quietly, the Confiſcation of their 
Goods, the Impriſonment of their Perſons, or even Death it ſelf; and 
to rejoice that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ———for the Name of 
Chriſt. { Ver. qi.) For if ye ſuffer for Righteouſneſs ſake, ſays the 4. 
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ile, happy are ye, and be not afraid of their Terror, neither be trou- 
4%; 1 Pet. 3. 14. And again, Let them that ſuffer according to the 
ll of God, commit the keeping of their Souls to him in well-doing, as 
to a faithful Creator. (4. 19. ) | 
Or let it be ſuppos d farther, Thirdly, That the Prince (whether with 
without a Prohibition to the lawfully ordain'd Miniſters ot the Goſpel ) 


eres upon himſelf to exerciſe their proper Office; or, by Virtue of his 


opreme Authority over all, to appoint others, not lawfully ordain'd, to 
perform it; what would be the Conſequence of this? And what would 
de the Prieſt's Duty in this Caie ? 

[ Anſwer, the Conſequence would be that (as was ſaid before there 
vould be a perfect Nullity in every thing that the Prince did of this 
Kind ; and the Prieſt's Duty in this Caſe woul be, to remonſtrate to the 
Prince in the molt decent and reſpectful Manner, the Unlawtulneſs of ſuch 
lis Attempt; nay, and to withſtand him too, with ſuch a fort of Force 
4 the moſt Dutiſul Son might uſe to reſtrain and hold back his Father 
from running into a Fire, or falling into a Pir ; as the Prieſts ot the 
Temple did, when their King went into the Temple of the Lord, to burn 
lacenſe, upon the Altar of Incenſe, They went in after him, ſays the 
Text, and withſlood Uxxiah the King, and ſard unto him, it appertain- 
th not unto thee, to burn Incenſe unto the Lord, but to the Priefts, the Sons 
if Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn Incenſe, Go out of the Sanctuary, 
for thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither (pall it be for thin? Honour from the 
Lord God, 2 Chron. 26. 16, 17, 18. Thus much, I ſay, the Prieſts may 
hy and do; But if by all this the Prince will not be reſtrained from his 
dꝛerilegious Attempt, I know nothing more that they can lawfully do; 
but only to refer the Matter to the Judgment of God; who did in that 
Caſe of Uzziah ſufficiently vindicate the Honour of of his own Inſtitu- 
tion; and will always do ſo, in ſuch manner as to his Infinite Wiſdom 
Mall ſeem beſt, . 

Or Laſtly, (for I think this is the only Caſe different from the Three 
former that can be put) let it be ſuppos'd that theſe Two Powers do direct 
or order contrary things, And here the Queſtion will be, How the People 
( who are ſuppos'd to be ſubject to both theſe Powers ) ought in that Caſe 
to behave themſelves. And the Impoilibilicy of the Peoples obſerving both 
their Orders, is mightily urged as an unanſwerable Argument that there 
canet be Two ſuch Independent Powers within the ſame State or Nation. 

But why not? Why not a Prince and a Prieft, each acting by Commiſſi- 
on from God, as well as a Prince and a Father, to both whom the ſame Per- 
{on, as a Subject to one, and as a Son to the other, is oblig'd by the Law of 
God to yield Obedience ? For neither does the Prince receive his Kingly 
Power over this Perſon from the Father; nor does the Father receive his 
Fatherly Power over him from the Prince ; but both have their ſeveral and 
reſpective Powets over him by Divine Inſtitution; And tis as poſſible that 
the Prince and the Father ſhould order contrary things, as that the Prince 


and the Prieſt ſhould do ſo; Let them theretore who make this ſach a 
| wonderful 
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wonderful Difficulty, ſay, whar the Son is to do in that Caſe, and the 
they will readily diſcern what the Subject it to do in this. 

Now tis certain that no Law of the State can wholly vacate the Fa 
thers Authority over his Son, ſo as to make it lau ful in the general for : 
Son to diſobey his Father; and yer, the Father himſelf being a Subjee 
of che State, the Exerciſe of his Paternal Power may be reſtrain'd in ſome 
particular Inſtanccs, by the Laws of the State; fo as that jr mayn t 
lawful either for him ro command, or for the Son at his Command to do 
ſome particular things, which he, unleſs fo reſtrain'd might lawfully have 
required, and the Son, unleſs the State had forbidden them, had been 
bound, at his Father's Command, to have done, 

And the Caſe is the ſame here; The Prieſt being, as well as the Civil 
Magiſtrate, the Miniſter of God, the Civil Magiſtrate can't vacate his 
Commiſſion, No Law of the State can make it lawful for the People to 
deny or refuſe, all Obedience to their Spiritual Guides; ro thoſe who (az 
the Apoſtle cupreſlcs it) are over them in the Lord; 1 Theſ. 5. 12. for 
that would be to make void a Law of God commanding the People to 
obey them that have the Rule over them, and to ſubmit them ſel ves: 
Heb.13. 17. But then the Miniſters of Chriſt being themſelves (no leis 
than the People committed to their Charge) oblig'd ro be ſubje# to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, aud ta obey Magiſtrates, ¶ Let every Soul be ſub- 
ject to the higher Powers ) it plainly follows, that their Power and Au- 
thority over their People, though, as to irs Original, (that is, as *cis 
deriv'd immediately from God) it may be faid co be Co-ordinate with 
the Magiſtraxe's ; yet as to the Exerciſe of ir, in ſome Particulars, is 
ſubordinate thereto, and ſubje& to ſuch Regulations ag are lawfully pre- 
{crib'd thereby. 

And therefore in 2 Chriſtian Kingdom or State (and I have no Occa- 
ſion now to conſider any other Caſe ) the Prieſt, the Miniſter of Feſu 
Chriſt, can't in Oppoſition to the Supreme Power of the Nation, lay any 
thing as a Duty on the Conſeiences of the People, bar what he can prove 
to be ſo from that Goſpel of Chrift, of which he is ordain'd a Miniſter : 
But the Supreme Magiſtrate's Authority, even in Religious as well as 
Civil Caſes, is more Extenſive: the proper Subject Matter of his power 
is whatſoever God has given no Order about, one way or t' other; And 
every Law of his is good and binding to all his Subjects, which is not con- 
trary to a Divine Law. 85 

So that to know whoſe Order is to be obſery'd in Caſe they ſhould or- 
der contrary things, the fingle Point to be conſider'd, is, whether the 
Matter about which they do give out different or contrary Orders be a 
thing which the Law of God has given any Dire tion about, or not: For 
if it be, there's no Queſtion to be made, but that the Direction given a- 
bout it by God himſelf is to be punctually obſerv'd, vhatſ ever he be that 
orders the contrary ; And on the other Side, if it be a Matter abc ut which 
the Law of God has given no direction, there's no more Doubt to be made 


but thas the Prince's Order is to be obſerv'd rather than the Prictt's ; 
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becauſe even the Prieſt himſelf is ſubje to the Prince in all ſuch things 
and it he himſelf can't be juſtify d in Diſobeying any ſuch Order of 
the State, much leſs can any Order of his juſtifie others in the like 
Diſobedience. | 
And now, having ſpoken ſufficiently (as I ſuppoſe ) of the Divine In- 
ſtitution of Magiſtracy; which was the firſt Point I was to ſpeak to; I 
ſhould proceed to ſpeak ſomewhar of the other; wiz. 

IT. The gracious Deſign of its Inſtitution; He © the Minifler of God 
to thee for Good. 

And here it would be eaſy, if I had now Time for it, to ſhew, both 
that the Good of the People was the Defiga of God in his Appointment 
of Magiſtrates ; and alſo that this Deſign of God is very well anſwer'd ; 
that it is indeed much for the Peoples Good that they are thus pur in 
Subjection to the Power of the Magiſtrates; that they do indeed lead 
their Lives here more quietly and comfortably under the reſtraint of Go- 
vernment, than they could poſſibly do without it, in Caſe (and that would 
be the Caſe then ) every Man might do what was right in his own Eyes. 

And from the Conſideration of both theſe things it would be caſy to 
ſhew, by way of lafcrence, both the Magiſtrate's and the Subjects Duty, 


with Regard to each other. For 


1. If che Magiſtrate was ordain'd for the Good of the People, and this 
was the Defign of God in appointing him to his high Office ; then this 
alſo ought to be his Deſign in the Adminiſtration and Execution of it. It 
muſt needs therefore be his Duty, to the utmoſt of his Power, to defend 
them from violence, to protect them in their Rights, to preſerve them 
in Peace; neither to oppreſs them himſelf, nor to ſuffer them to be op- 
prels'd by thoſe that are put in Authority under him; And, in a Word, 
to promote all the Ways he can, both their Spiritual and their Temperal 
Welfare. 

2. If it be for the Good of the People themſelves that they are put in 
Subjection to Magiſtrates, then it is plainly their Duty, and a very rea- 
ſonable one too, to be contented and well pleas'd with their Lot of Sub- 


jection: And nor only fo, bur likewiſe with all Willingneſs and Cheer- 


fulneſs to yield ſuch Obedience and Submiſſion to their Governours as is 
duc; and to make them the beſt Returns they are able for the great Be- 
nefirs which they receive from their Care and Labour, by a moſt thank- 
ful Acknowledgement of the ſame, 

And if I was ſpeaking to this Point, in any other Place but this, eſpe- 
cially on this Day of Your Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to your Throne, it 
would be an unpardonable Omiſſion not to rake particular notice of our 
own Happineſs in this preſent Reign; or not to ſhew the manifold Obli- 
gation that we and all your Majeſty's Subjects are under, both to accept 


with all Thankfulneſs the many and great Benefits we reccive from, and 


have now long enjoy d under, your Mzjelty's molt gracious and auſpicious 
Government, and alſo to make the bett Returns we can for the fame, in 


ſuch Fuutiful ReſpeR to your Majeſty's Perſon, and fuch a willing Obedi- 
| ence 
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TAR: ence to your Majeſty's Commands, as are ft to be paid by the moſt obliged . 

; People to the belt of Princes, | | | 
3- Laſtly ; The good of the People being the chict ching defign'd by 
God in his Inſtitution of Government; and it being alſo what, by God's 
Bleſſing on his own Inſtitution, is always (even under the worſt conſti- 
ruted, and under the worſt manag'd Government ) in good Meaſure and 
Degree procur'd thereby; muſt it needs be farther incumbent on Subjects, 
in Conſideration of the Benefits they receive from the Magiſtrate's Care 
and Protection; above all things to return their hearty Thanks co Al- 
mighty God for this great Bleſſing ; becauſe in truth it is from God, as 
the Fountain, that all good things do come; by whoſoever Hand, or by 
whatſoever means, they are convey'd to Men; and likewiſe to put up 
conſtantly their humble Petitions to the ſame Almighty Being, for the 
Countinuance ef this Bleſſing ; becauſe, as Solomon ſays, The King's heart 
3s in the Hand of the Lord, as the Rivers of Water ; He turneth'it whi- 
therſoever he will. Prov. 21.1. And to both theſe Duties we are exhort- 
ed by the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 2.1. I exhort——that firſt of all, Supplica- 
tions, Prayers, Interceſſions and Giving of Thanks be made for Kings 
and for all that are in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceably 
Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 
But I have not Time now to proſecute theſe Points, nor ſo much as to 
mention ſeveral other things which might be uſefully obſerv'd and ſpoken 
to upon this Occaſion. 

I ſhall therefore conclude all with a good Collect of our Church; con- 
ys think, the moſt proper Application I could make of this whole 

ourſe. 


F Almighty God, whoſe Kingdom is everlaſting and Power infinite; 
| Have Mercy upon the whole Church; and ſo rule the Heart of thy 
7 choſen Servant ANNE our Queen and Governour, that Shs ( know- 
| ing whoſe Miniſter ſe ts.) nay above all things ſeek thy Honour 
and Glory; and that we and all her Subjects, ( duely conſidering 
whoſe Authority ſbe hath ) may faithfully ſerve, honour, and hum- 
Bly obey her, in thee, and for the according to thy bleſſed Word and 
Ordinance ; thro" Feſus Chriſt our Lord, who with thee and the 
Holy Ghoſt liveth and reigneth ever One God, World without End, 
Amen. : 
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